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[Luis Angel Saavedra is an Ecuadoran social communicator, an analyst in Latin American
geopolitics, particularly militarization, access to strategic resources, and effects on indigenous
communities. He has published many research papers, the latest an analysis on the US military base
at Manta (www.inredh.org/archivos/manta.pdf)].
Ecuador's new Constitution was approved in a referendum on Sept. 28. About 64% of the voters said
"yes" to the new Constitution, provoking euphoria among supporters of President Rafael Correa,
who has been leading a process of social change since he took office in January 2007. "The oligarchy
has been defeated, and today we are definitely on the road toward creating a new country," said
Correa upon learning the sizeable margin of victory in the referendum.
Correa also called on all citizens to join on the path that the Ecuadoran people set by approving
this new Constitution. "I invite everyone to join us on this path, including those who voted "no"
for ideological reasons, but who voted in good faith," said the president. Correa's first jubilant
calls were later modified to exclude from his invitation the diverse groups identified with the "old
partidocracy," especially the financial elites in Guayaquil, Ecuador's principal port and bastion of
the parties and movements of the right, whom Correa has accused of lying.
"This people will no longer let themselves be fooled....They no longer believe the fearmongers,"
said the president as he criticized the right's media campaign. He included in his criticism the
hierarchy of the Catholic Church and some evangelical sectors, which distorted the contents of the
proposed Constitution to increase the negative vote. The right cannot take all the credit for the "no"
votes, which were 28% of the ballots cast, since leftist groups also advocated for voting against the
referendum, arguing that the new Constitution still does not break with the neoliberal economic
model.
Although the traditional right has been defeated in four consecutive electoral processes since the
election of Correa, demonstrating the popular will to move toward the construction of a 21st century
socialism, this referendum has shown various nuances regarding the essence of the change wanted
in the country.

A social and progressive Constitution
During the deliberations of the Constituent Assembly (Asamblea Nacional Constituyente,
CNC), whose participants were elected and who have worked since November 2007, a series of
discrepancies became evident among the movements that backed the process of social change.
Although many voices that wanted a more radical change were silenced by the governing majority,
which controlled 80% of the assembly delegates, a proposed constitution was drafted that achieved
major conceptual advances regarding the structure of the state and the economic model. The new
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Constitution starts with the recognition that the country's people have a diverse racial ancestry and
that it is necessary to incorporate their cosmic views into the structure of the state.
Thus, the Constitution recognizes, for example, nature as having inalienable rights and defines
nature not just as a source of resources but as Mother Earth (Pachamama), "where life is reproduced
and carried out." Nature, therefore, has a right to "exist, persist, maintain, and regenerate its life
cycles, functions, and evolutionary processes."
Upon the base of the rights of nature, the Constitution calls for constructing a model of social
development and solidarity in which human beings, in harmony with nature, are constituted as
the objects of public policy, leaving aside the supposed protagonism of the market as the axis of
the economy. This new vision prioritizes social investment, thus the new Constitution establishes
the state's obligation to satisfy the demand of rights, such as universal social security that includes
homemakers and people who are unemployed and free education to the university level.
Water is recognized as a human right, and access to it is guaranteed, which prevents the
privatization or embargo of this resource. The plurinationality of Ecuador is recognized. The
Constitution declares Ecuador a territory of peace, free of foreign military bases, and even rejects
the imposition of military bases by some countries on the territory of other countries. The document
also establishes a protection system for migrants, protecting the rights of Ecuadorans who have
emigrated and the rights of people who have immigrated to Ecuador, for whom equal rights are
established.

Rights are not free
The rights spelled out in the Constitution stirred up voices of alarm in traditional economic
sectors and among orthodox economists. Mauricio Pozo, former finance minister, said, "The
costs of implementing the new Constitution will be too high, and they will put the country at risk.
Investment doesn't exist, and the only priority is public spending." Correa emphatically rejected the
orthodox alarms, saying, "If we need to reduce spending, we will begin by reducing payments on
the foreign debt, but we will never reduce the social investment."
"Since before the French Revolution, peoples have fought for their rights, they have mobilized
and have seen many die in the effort," said indigenous assembly delegate and former government
communications secretary Monica Chuji. "Nothing is free, not even this Constitution, for it is also
the product of a social process. It is not the property of a movement or a party. Now, it is our turn to
defend it."
Two weeks before the referendum, Chuji left the government, blaming a "move to the right of the
original project." Chuji's criticisms, shared by some indigenous sectors and social movements,
are based on the decision to maintain the model of extraction of resources to pay for the social
investment, even when these extraction systems affect certain communities.
In effect, although the Constitution stipulates the majority participation of the state in the benefits
produced by the exploitation of nonrenewable natural resources, giving a nationalist tint to
the model, it does not guarantee that the right to prior consultation will be fulfilled, which the
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Constitution also calls for. Instead, it leaves the final decision on the extraction policies to the
executive.
In the same vein, the Constitution allows for large-scale mineral extraction, which goes against
the rights of nature. "This is a process that can be improved," said Chuji in calling on grassroots
organizations to stay mobilized. "Mobilization is important to improve the Constitution, to
incorporate things that have been left along the road."
A difficult road to walk Implementing the Constitution will take place amid threats from the
right, entrenched in Guayaquil, where the no vote won by one percentage point and where it is
trying to maintain its historic privileges to the detriment of the other cities. It will also occur amid
pressure from social organizations that are demanding deepening the changes and incorporating
new rights, with the prior informed agreement that guarantees the indigenous and campesino
communities effective participation in the decisions of the executive. In addition, urban sectors fear
a concentration of power in the executive, which has been dismissed by CNC president Fernando
Cordero.
"The election of the five members of the new electoral branch will be the proof that we are
democratic," he said, referring to the naming of the new officials of the electoral branch who will
then organize the conformation of the new Social Control and Transparency branch, created by
the new Constitution, which in turn will set up the new organs of justice and control of the state.
The first steps, without a doubt, will help evaluate the political will of the government in advancing
along the road that the Ecuadoran people have laid out by passing an advanced Constitution, or, on
the contrary, they will create greater uncertainty.

-- End --
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